Parenthetical Citations (or Notations) in Text (MLA)
Simple Citations in Text:
When you use an idea, quotation or other borrowed material from any authored source, a
parenthetical citation including the author's last name and the relevant page number(s),
offset by a space, is inserted in the text next to the borrowed item. This citation is usually
located at the end of the sentence containing or using the borrowed material, just before
the period. '

1. BASIC AUTHOR

Example

The essence of much of Laurence's writing lies in "the long, interior journey 'back home'
[which] involves an increasing awareness of oneself and one's community" (Morley 15).
Example

One author (Morley 15) has concluded that regional roots are the key to her writing.

2. BLOCK QUOTATION

Example

Another expert gives an additional perspective on the intelligence tests that requires no

further comment when he writes:
It 1s generally accepted that intelligence tests measure a complex of cognitive
processes and personality characteristics, without a refined means of assessing the
contribution of each of these factors to productive achievement. Without this
knowledge, there is no way of knowing whether an individual's 1.Q. score
represents a potential for each achievement or simply an assessment of a more
narrow domain of abilities that manifest thernselves most clearly in a test-taking
situation. (Kirschenbaum 59)

3. TWO AUTHORS
For works having two authors use the last names of each author.
Example

(Messenger and Taylor 92-93)

4. THREE AUTHORS
For works having three or more authors use the last name of the first author followed by
"and others" or its Latin translation,
"et al."
Example
For a work by Scardamalia, Bereiter and Fillion, the citation would read:
(Scardamalia et al. 21) or (Scardamalia and others 21 )









