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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 
 

You are receiving your son’s/daughter’s 
Semester 2 Mid-Term Report Card. Please 
discuss any changes since the Parent-Teacher 
Interviews with your son/daughter. If you 
have any questions related to the 
marks/learning skills, please do not hesitate 
to contact the teacher(s) or Guidance 
Counsellor. 
 

Best wishes and thanks to Carol Cousineau, 
Educational Assistant. Carol completes her 
term position on May 2nd. Nikki Farquhar 
will be filling this position as of May 5th.  
 

This has been an exciting term – so many 
successes for our sports’ teams, Improv 
Team, Reach for the Top Team, our musical, 
“Damn Yankees”, Orchestras and Bands at 
the Kiwanis Festival, Space Sim Mission, 
Math competitions, Science Contests and 
Science Olympics. There have been so many 
exciting field trips, guest speakers and other 
enrichment activities scheduled for classes, 
EarthCARE activities, Students’ Council 
activities and fund-raising activities 
organized by clubs and departments. Our 
Language Department March Break trip was 
enjoyed by all participating students and 
teachers. Please check this newsletter for 
more information about all these events. 
 

The last term is expected to be as busy as the 
previous one – still many planned field trips, 
a school dance, AP Exams, spring sports, 
Athletic Awards Banquet, Art Show, Music 
Recitals and much more. We are in the midst 
of the election campaign for Students’ 

Council Co-Presidents. Students will vote on 
April 24th and 25th. Congratulations to 
Jennifer Tran! Jennifer was acclaimed as 
Student Trustee, 2008-09. 
 

We have begun the process of planning for 
next year and will be creating the timetable 
for students and teachers based on students’ 
selection of courses for their timetable. It is 
imperative that all students have made any 
changes to their choices for September in 
order that we have accurate data from which 
to work. 
 

I encourage all graduates and their 
parents/guardians to attend Commencement. 
This is an important occasion for everyone to 
acknowledge and celebrate our students’ 
successes and achievements. Only students 
who have completed all requirements to 
graduate, including the forty hours of 
community involvement, will have the 
honour of crossing the stage at 
Commencement. 

Continued on page 2 
 

 

DATES TO REMEMBER 
 

May 5-16      AP exams 
May 6          School Council Meeting 7 pm 
May 12          Summatives Begin 
May 19           Victoria Day holiday 
May 23          Last day for field trips 
June 2          School Council Meeting 7 pm 
June 16-23    Examinations 
June 26          Commencement, 11 a.m. 
 

L i s g a r  C o l l e g i a t e  I n s t i t u t e 

N e w s l e t t e r  
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Principal’s message Cont’d 
 

Please take note of the exam dates. Our 
expectation is that all students are 
present for all exams. Please do not 
plan family holidays to commence 
before the exams have concluded. If 
this is a problem, please contact me. 
The exam schedule will be distributed 
to students and on our website by May 
9th. 
 

Please be advised that any activities 
that are planned for graduates, other 
than Commencement, are not school-
sponsored, sanctioned, funded or 
supervised by Lisgar C.I. and the staff. 
 

Please join us at the next School 
Council Meeting on Tuesday, May 6th 
at 7:00PM in the Library. 
 

On behalf of the Lisgar staff, thank you 
for your continued support. 
 
K. Gledhill      
 

FINE ARTS, BUSINESS &LAW  
 

Drama 
 

Spring is a lively season in the Drama 
department.  Lisgar students have been 
preparing soliloquies and sonnets for 
the upcoming Shakespeare on the 
Platform Competition at the Main 
Library on April 23.  Congratulations to 
Jennifer Hurd , Kerry McInnes  and 
Celia Byrne, who have been selected 
to pariticpate in this exciting event, and 
to all those who auditioned.  
 

Ms. Szeles' Grade 11 Drama students 
have been busily preparing a class 
production of Oscar Wilde's hilarious 
play, The Importance of Being Earnest, 
which will be performed for invited 
audiences on May 7-9. 
 

Later in May, the class will attend a 
production of William Congreve's 
famous comedy, The Way of the World, 
at the National Arts Centre. 
 

Music 
 

Congratulations to the students, staff 
and parent volunteers and local 
businesses that made Lisgar’s sixth 

large scale musical production Damn 
Yankees a huge success.  The show ran 
April 3rd to 5th and received tremendous 
reviews.   
 

Lisgar Musicians continued to put forth 
an amazing effort again at the Kiwanis 
Music Festival both in solo classes and 
in the School’s 10 performing 
ensembles.   
 

Junior Band Gold 
Symphonic Band Gold 
Wind Ensemble Gold (invited to CBC 
Music in Schools Competition) 
 

Junior Jazz Band Double Gold 
Senior Jazz Band Gold 
String Jazz  Withdrew 
 

Junior Orchestra: performed 
Wednesday April 23 
Intermediate Orchestra: performed 
Wednesday April 23 
String Ensemble:  performed 
Wednesday April 23 
Senior Orchestra: performed 
Wednesday April 23 (invited to CBC 
Music in Schools Competition) 
 

Important Dates: 
 

Monday May 12 @ 7:30 am – AP 
Music Theory Exam 
Wednesday May 14 @ 7:30 pm – 
Lisgar Jazz & Choir Night (Alumni 
Auditorium)  
Thursday May 15 @ 7:30 pm – Music 
Night (Alumni Auditorium) 
Thursday June 5 @ 7:30 pm – Grade 12 
Graduation Recital (Alumni 
Auditorium) Free Admission 
 

“Damn Yankees” Cappies Review 
 

You have got to have heart, brains and a 
whole lot of talent, with the emphasis 
on the latter, if you want to nail a 
performance of "Damn Yankees"  and 
Lisgar Collegiate covered all their 
bases.  
 

When dynamite composer/lyricist duo 
Jerry Ross and Richard Adler think it’s 
high time Faust meets America’s 
favourite pastime on Broadway, "Damn 
Yankees" is born. The show, from the 
golden age of musicals, is set in the 

golden age of baseball where Joe Boyd 
is a devout Washington Senators fan 
who would sell his soul to help them 
beat those damn Yankees. Mr. 
Applegate, the devil, loosely disguised 
as a salesman, stops by to make this 
possible. Joe however, considering his 
wife, Meg, crafts an escape clause to 
leave him a choice to return to his old 
life, before the season pennant is won or 
lost. The new Joe, now Joe Hardy, 
becomes a local celebrity and has the 
entire city and every journalist 
breathing down his neck. Lola, a 
seductive lady demon, is enlisted to 
prevent Joe from worrying about his 
wife. He must choose between one life; 
home, love and Meg and the next; fame, 
fortune and Lola.   
 

A distinctive work of Bob Fosse, Damn 
Yankees’ choreography features a 
peculiar interpretation of female 
sultriness, featuring rounded shoulders 
thrust forward and minimal yet 
extremely effective movements to 
convey seduction and intention. This 
choreography is very tricky to master. 
 

Within the first two bars, the show 
seemed professional and polished. 
Lisgar’s Orchestra was well blended, 
tuned and expressed a mastery of 
dynamics that blurred the high school 
setting. A killer first number, “Six 
Months Out of Every Year,” solidified 
the authentic pro-theatre feel. 
 

Jessica McCloskey shone from the 
beginning as Meg Boyd, a baseball 
widow. McCloskey’s voice was perhaps 
the strongest of the cast, with a mature 
tone that embedded her character into 
each line of every song she graced. Ian 
Martin  portrayed her baseball-
hypnotised hubby to a tee.   
 

Joe Hardy, the post soul-sale version, 
was played by Lauchlan Gale, who 
heightened the production. His smooth 
vocals and ability to add chemistry to 
his character proved a force to be 
reckoned with. Graham Erskine 
portrayed a sly and charismatic Mr. 
Applegate — truly devilish. His 
comedic timing was, well, unearthly.  

Continued on page 3 
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Cappies Review Cont’d 

Sarah Witiuk  personified nosiness as 
Gloria Thorpe, a journalist, whose 
detective work caused quite a stir.  
 

Fiona Francis vamped up the stage as 
Applegate’s secret weapon, Lola. 
Navigating her character’s ditzy yet 
manipulative style, Francis expertly 
delivered songs like “Whatever Lola 
Wants” with Bob Fosse’s intended 
quirkiness, never resorting to overt or 
cheap sexuality.  
 

Cindy Ma led the endlessly amusing 
“Heart” with enthusiasm and stage 
presence. Surrounded by tap dancing 
baseball players, she endeared the 
audience to the down-on-their-luck 
Washington Senators.     
 

Although a few lines were mumbled 
and the execution of the choreography 
could have been fine-tuned a bit, the 
production was unquestionably a home 
run. Punctual and apropos lighting 
combined with precisely timed cues 
and flawless transition from scene to 
scene added to the play.  Ingeniously 
designed sets enhanced the '50s 
baseball setting.     
 

With memorable numbers and 
exceptional orchestral work, Lisgar 
Collegiate’s "Damn Yankees" really 
knocked one out of the park. 
 

Visual Arts 
 

The Art Department had a very busy 
March designing and painting sets for 
the production of Damn Yankees which 
was a success in all respects. 
Congratulations to all students who 
helped with the painting and to 
Samantha Rye who spent her evenings 
adding the finishing touches. 
   
For two days in May our Art students 
will be going to the National Gallery to 
receive a special guided tour of the 
Fafard Exhibit.  Any volunteers who 
can accompany us on this trip May 1st 
and May 2nd are most welcome! 
 

A very special congratulations to 
Katherine Cheng who won an award 
for her Canada Day poster.  It is the 

second Lisgar student in as many years 
who was successful in this competition. 
  
All of our Art students will be 
participating in Lisgar's semi-annual Art 
Show and Sale on June 5th. We look 
forward to greeting friends and family 
at this very special exhibit of the 
student's spectacular work this 
semester. 
 

Business 
 

Carleton University's Sprott School of 
Business held its fall on-line business 
competition.  Lisgar entered the playoff 
round in the Classic version of the 
simulation.  Jeremy Chitpin and 
Yuxuan Gan won first place, giving 
Lisgar it's first top prize win.  
Congratulations to both of you!  Jeremy 
and Yuxuan have moved up to the 
Extreme version of the game to 
compete in the spring competition along 
with several other teams from Lisgar.  
Best of luck to all of you!  
 

ENGLISH & LANGUAGES  
 

English 
 

English students should begin planning 
for their summative tasks.  The 
summative for Grades 9 and 10 will 
connect to the study of Shakespeare and 
will be completed in class around mid-
May.  Grade 11 students will be 
comparing Macbeth to a contemporary 
text, and Grade 12s will show their 
literary analysis skills by researching 
and analyzing poetry. 
  

The English Department would like to 
thank the Lisgar Alumni for donating a 
new media cart, and we would like to 
thank Mr. Kronberg for ordering the 
equipment and putting it all together for 
us!  “Zeus” has already been put to 
good use as our teachers experiment 
with new ways to give students access 
to a variety of media texts. 
  

This semester our Grade 9 classes had 
the opportunity to see the Oakham 
School production of the Twelfth Night 
at St. Brigid’s Centre for the Arts and 
Humanities.  The student performers 
from Rutland, England have been 

touring Ontario since mid-March.  In 
May, our Grade 10 classes will see The 
Classical Theatre Project’s Romeo and 
Juliet. 
 

Our teachers have been working hard to 
encourage students in their extra-
curricular interests.  Congratulations to 
Ms. Whitfield on her success as director 
of Damn Yankees! 
 

Lisgar writers and artists, under the 
guidance of Mr. Hodgson, have recently 
published the latest edition of The 
Wandering Phonograph.  Hopefully 
everyone gets a chance to read Lisgar’s 
creative arts magazine. 
  

The excursion to the Stratford Festival 
of Canada sold out as of April 21st.  
Fifty Lisgar students and five teacher 
advisors look forward to seeing Music 
Man, Caesar and Cleopatra, and 
Hamlet next September 11th and 12th. 
 

Languages 
 

LCI Spring Break Trip to France and 
Spain                
 

 
 

This past March Break, fifty-five lucky 
Lisgar Collegiate Institute students from 
various grades went on a trip to Paris, 
Provence and Barcelona. Mrs. 
Constantin organized the 10 day trip in 
which the students were able to 
experience the beautiful French and 
Spanish culture and travel with their 
friends in a way they never had before.  

Continued on page 4 
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Languages Cont’d  
Many memories will be kept for a 
lifetime; we will always think of the 
freezing wind on the Eiffel Tower, the 
gold and blue of Versailles, the climb to 
the top of Des Arènes, the raging blue 
waters of Cassis, the dance on the Pont 
d’Avignon, the strange but fascinating 
“gingerbread houses” built by Gaudi, the 
sunsets in Aix-en-Provence, and of 
course, the fiery performances of the 
flamenco dancers. With excellent guides 
and excellent chaperons, these students 
shared an unforgettable experience that 
many say “have changed their lives”.  
Written by a student participant 
 

TRAVEL with LISGAR:  Greece, 
March Break 2009 
 

Next March Break, Lisgar students are 
invited on a nine-day Grecian Odyssey.  
The itinerary includes sight seeing in 
Athens, Patras, Aegina, Poros, Hydra, 
Delphi, Olympia, Argolida, Epidaurus, 
Mycenae, and Cape Sounion.  This is a 
fabulous opportunity to explore exotic 
landscapes with friends while escorted 
by experienced guides.  The cost 
includes airfare, accommodations, 
breakfast and dinner daily, a full-time 
EF Tour Director, 6 sightseeing tours 
led by licensed local guides, and at 
least 8 visits to local attractions. 
 

Some highlights include the Acropolis, the 
Temple of Zeus, the Temple of Athena 
and Nike, the site of the first Olympic 
Games, the Temple of Apollo, the Delphi 
Museum, the Olympia Museum, the 
Temple of Poseidon, the Corinth Canal, as 
well as a Greek cultural evening in the old 
Plaka district of Athens.  
 

There are only four spots still available.  
For more information, contact Ms. 
Perras in the Languages Department at 
239-2696 or at brenda.perras@ocdsb.ca.  
 

SOCIAL SCIENCE AND LIBRARY 
DEPARTMENT  
 

Our thanks go to our three Ottawa U. 
student teachers (Kyle Fredenburg, 
Robin Peterman and Laura Pearson) 
who have brought significant 
enthusiasm and new ideas to the 

classrooms, which is good for the 
students and for their mentor teachers 
too! We wish them well in their new 
careers. Greg John, who has 
volunteered in Tanzania, came back 
again to speak to the Grade 12 Canadian 
and World Issues class about his 
development work there. He shared 
information and pictures of "grassroots 
projects" at a school, such as 
constructing a fish pond, setting up a 
drip irrigation system, starting pig 
farming and manufacturing interlocking 
bricks. Jeremy Diaz, award winner and 
founder of Jer's Vision, visited the 
Grade 12 Families and Individuals in a 
Diverse Society class to speak about 
Canada's Youth Diversity Initiative. 
Patrick Liao , the winner of the Great 
Canadian Geography Challenge at 
Lisgar, went to the provincial finals in 
Toronto in mid April, where he finished 
second, losing in a heartbreaking 
tiebreaker (see photo). Patrick moves on 
to the national finals on May 15th, 
which will be linked live across the 
country. Family and friends will be able 
to track the competitors' progress via 
the Great Canadian Geography 
Challenge National Final website. We 
wish Patrick a successful competition. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Patrick Liao - 2nd place in provincial Great Canadian 
Geography Challenge 
 

LEAF 
 

LEAF has just celebrated Earth Week 
with a clothing exchange, vegetarian 
lunch and a Coffee House. The Coffee 
House featured a fairly eclectic 
selection of music and dance, but 
special mention has to go to Sophie 
Rusnock who drew a standing ovation 
for her harp playing. LEAF members 

performed a lively skit in the Spirit 
Assembly to inform and remind 
students about environmentally friendly 
practices. The tulip and daffodil bulbs 
planted by LEAF are surfacing in the 
mall, but are somewhat endangered due 
to student detours across the flower 
beds! Signs and barriers are being 
constructed in hopes of protecting them. 
Ana Jelovsek attended an EarthCare 
training session and, with the help of a 
number of junior students, has 
completed the annual energy audit 
monitoring energy and water use, along 
with waste practices, in the school. The 
group is on the look out for old but 
functional forks and spoons, to be used 
at future events. Please contact Ruth 
Crabtree if you have any you are able to 
donate. 
 

FYI - Simon Jackson, one of Time 
Magazine's Heroes of the Planet, is 
coming to Ottawa to speak to OCDSB 
students at the EarthCARE Expo, May 
8 from 11 am to 1 p.m. at Confederation 
Education Centre, Woodroffe at Hunt 
Club. Everyone is welcome. 

 
 
REACH  
 

The Reach for the Top team continues 
to be very successful. In early March 
they played against a number of 
university teams in a hybrid tournament 
where Nevin Hotson and Jeff Gao took 
the highest individual scorer titles. In 
late March the team secured its third 
regional championship in a row (see 
picture), albeit in a tie with Merivale 
H.S. Both teams, along with one from 
Mother Teresa High School, move on to 
the provincial finals in Toronto in May, 
hoping to secure a top 10 place, thus 
advancing to the TV rounds. The Lisgar 
team is also returning to Chicago in late 
May for the American National 
Academic Quiz Tournament finals 
where they will be, once again, the only 
Canadian contenders.  
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Reach team  - joint winners of the regional title - 
Patrick Liao, Jeff Gao, Chris Greenwood, Nevin 
Hotson, Celia Byrne, Bob Sun, Alex Coculuzzi. 
 

MATH, COMPUTER SCIENCE & 
TECHNOLOGY DEPARTMENT  
 

Math Contests  
 

On Feb. 19, a total of 62,823 students 
from across the world wrote the Pascal, 
Cayley, and Fermat Math contests, 
including 57 students from Lisgar.  
About 70% of our students who wrote 
the Pascal and Cayley ranked in the top 
25% of all contestants, as did about 
60% who wrote the Fermat.  Philip 
Tsang, Victor Dragan, and Edward 
Zhang came first in the Pascal, Cayley, 

and Fermat, respectively, in our school.  
Dean Wu, Andrew Xue, and Ling Du 
came second in each of these contests, 
and there was a tie for third in all three 
contests: Ina Liu and Rutger 
Campbell tied for third in the Pascal, 
Katharine Cheng and Yang Xu in the 
Cayley, and Hongwei Liu and Clara 
Lu in the Fermat.  A week later, 25 
students from Lisgar wrote the AMC 
12 (an American Mathematics Contest), 
and 3 moved on to the next level of 
competition, the American Invitational 
Mathematics Examination (AIME).  
Each year, the invitation to write the 
AIME is extended to those students 
who rank in the top 5% on the AMC 
12.  Edward Zhang (our school 
champion in the AMC 12), Jeffrey 
Gao, and Anthony Xing represented 
our school in this very challenging and 
prestigious contest.  The contest season 
was wrapped up with the Fryer, Galois, 
Hypatia, and Euclid contests in mid 
April, the results of which we will 
receive soon. 
 

HEALTHY ACTIVE LIVING  
 

Athletics 
 

The Senior Boys’ rugby completed a 
successful trip to southern Ontario. The 
trip included a training session with the 
head coach and players of the Guelph 
University Men’s rugby team. The 
players furthered their experience with 
three games in The Wilfred Laurier 
tournament. 
 

The Junior Boys’ rugby team has been 
training hard with the Senior team and 
is looking forward to their first 
exhibition action. 
 
The Varsity Girls’ rugby team is 
preparing for the season by competing 
in the annual Ottawa University sevens 
tournament. 
 

The Varsity girls’ soccer team has been 
very committed to training this spring. 
Mr. Meng is eager to see their dedication 
pay off in the upcoming season. 
 

The rugby and soccer teams have been 
using the facilities at Lansdowne Park 
due to the late start of spring. All 
coaches are seeing improved form from 
the teams as a result. 
 
The track team has started training at 
the school and will soon shift training to 
The Terry Fox athletic facility. Some 
athletes have attended preliminary 
events at the Louis Riel warm up meets. 
 

The Senior Boys’ soccer team is 
continuing with preparations for their 
trip to the OFSAA championships in 
Windsor. 
 

The Junior Boys’ Volleyball team has 
advanced to and will look to move 
beyond the quarter finals of the 
National Capital playoffs. 
 
The Badminton team is placing well in 
the National Capital East.  The team has 
a good chance at qualifying for OFSAA 
 

The rowing team is still training hard.  
The countdown to The St. Catherines 
Regatta is on. 
 

Thank you to all our coaches for your 
dedication to high school athletes. 
 

Physical Education 
The outdoor education students will 
soon be leaving for their summative 
hiking trip to Frontenac Park. 
Candidates for next years program 
should have and be working on their 
applications. 
 
The Physical Education classes have 
begun moving outside for instruction. 
The classes will make use of the athletic 
field as the snow finishes melting as 
well as the canal running paths. 
Students should insure that they 
consume enough water to ensure they 
are hydrated in the warm weather. Food 
and drink with high concentrations of 
sugar and caffeine should be avoided. 
 

STUDENT SERVICES & CAREER 
EDUCATION  
 

University and College 
 
On April 22nd, the transmission of April 
marks for Grade 12 courses was made 
to the Ontario Universities’ Application 
Centre (OUAC) and to the Ontario 
College Application Service (OCAS).  
The transmission of final June marks 
will be made on June 27th for OCAS 
and for OUAC. 
 
For graduating students enrolled in night 
school courses, on-line courses or 
Saturday courses:  Information that we 
receive regarding the night school, on-line 
and Saturday school courses will be 
added to your OUAC or OCAS site.  It is 
imperative that you check your site to 
ensure that ALL INFORMATION is 
correct.  Students are responsible for 
bringing their night school, on-line and 
Saturday school marks to their counsellor. 
 

Out-of-Province Applications 
 
Attention Graduating Students who 
have applied to an Out-of-Province 
Institution: 
 

This is a reminder to students to request 
their report cards be sent after each 
reporting period by completing a 
request form in the BLUE BINDER in 
the Counselling Office.  All students 
who have applied to an out-of-province 
university/college must request their 
final transcript be mailed to those 
institutions.   Please fill out a request 
form in the BLUE  BINDER in the 
Counselling Office. 
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40 Hours Of Community Involvement: 
A Diploma Requirement 
 
All students must have completed their 
40 hours of volunteer community 
service in order to obtain their secondary 
school graduation diploma.  A student 
who does not quality for the diploma 
will not be eligible to take part in the 
commencement ceremonies.  All Grade 
12 students graduating in June 2008, 
should have completed their hours 
already, and should have handed in their 
documentation to the main office.  
Students should see their counsellor if 
they need further information. 
 
Lisgar students are encouraged to have 
their forty hours of community service 
finished BEFORE the end of Grade 10, 
because senior students are often busy 
with part-time jobs and other activities. 
 

Credit Counselling Summary: 
Check Carefully 
 
Enclosed with the report card is a copy 
of the Credit Counselling Summary.  
Please check this over carefully to be 
sure it is accurate.  In particular, check 
“Next Year Courses” to be sure that the 
courses shown are the ones that you still 
want.  If you need to make a change, 
(e.g.: change from academic level math 
to applied level math), be sure to see 
your counsellor before May 9th.  May 9th 
is the deadline for any course changes 
for all of the 2008-2009 school year. 
 

Graduating students should carefully 
check the number shown for 
“Community Involvement.”  All grade 
12 students should have finished their 
forty hours by now and have handed in 
the documentation to the Main Office. 
 

Graduating students should check all 
credit and course items carefully to see 
that they meet all graduating 
requirements.  For any questions or 
concerns, please see your counsellor 
right away. 
 
Advanced Placement 
 
Lisgar’s Advanced Placement Program 
is exciting!  We are pleased to 
announce that one hundred and fifty-
one advanced placement examinations 
will be written in May 2008 by students 

at Lisgar.  The examination schedule 
follows: 
 

French Language     May 5th,  11:45 am 
Statistics        May 6th,  11:45 am 
English Literature    May 8th,    7:30 am 
French Literature     May 8th, 12:00 noon 
European History      May 9th,   11:45 am 
Music Theory        May 12th,   7:30 am 
English Language     May 14th,   7:30 am 
Latin: Vergil        may 16th,  11:45 am 
 

These AP examinations are four to five 
hours in length and the students have 
prepaid a fee in order to write them.  
Successful candidates may be given 
consideration for advanced standing at 
some universities. (At the time of writing 
the AP exam, students can select one 
university to receive the exam result.) 
 

IMPORTANT REMINDER FOR 
GRADE 11 STUDENTS & 
THEIR PARENTS 
 
Grade 11 students and their parents 
should note that universities and 
colleges frequently use grade 11 
marks to choose students for 
admission to post-secondary 
programs.  Therefore, students 
should be encouraged to put as 
much effort as possible into 
improving their grade 11 marks by 
the end of June. 
You can see the level of marks 
required for entrance to various 
institutions by looking at the 
following websites:  university 
(www.electronicinfo.ca), and 
college (www.ontariocolleges.ca) 
If you are looking for more 
information about college and 
university applications, check the 
Lisgar website at lisgar.ca, and 
scroll down towards the bottom of 
the home page. 

 
Student Success Program 
 

Our Student Success Program at Lisgar 
is well under way this year.   The 
program strives to support students in 
many ways.   
 
“Credit Recovery” class allows students 
to recover courses in which they are 
previously unsuccessful.  Instead of 
repeating failed courses, students have 

an opportunity to meet the curriculum 
expectations that were not previously 
met by working through a variety of 
materials with some guided independent 
learning.  Students are selected by the 
Student Success Team.  Generally, 
students enrolled in a credit recovery 
class have failed at least two courses 
while single credit recovery is offered 
outside class time.     
 

The “Opportunity Club” is an 
opportunity for students to get caught 
up in a course if they have outstanding 
assignments.   Students are referred by 
teachers for this mandatory work 
session held at lunch in Room 203.      
 

“Credit Intervention” is for students 
who are currently at risk of not passing 
a course.  It is held throughout the 
semester and requires that the student 
be removed from his/her regularly 
scheduled classes for a period of time in 
order to complete outstanding work.   
Again, students are referred by teachers 
for this intervention  
 

“Credit Rescue” is a 1 day end-of-
semester intervention also for students 
who are at risk of not passing a course. 
This intervention allows students an 
opportunity to meet curriculum 
expectations not previously met in the 
course and hopefully achieve a passing 
mark.  Students are referred by teachers 
and Credit Rescue is held during the 
exam schedule. 

  
The “Student Support Room” is a multi-
faceted room that serves many students.  
Room 203 is open before school, during 
lunch, and after school every day.  
There is a variety of work space 
available from individual study carrels 
to tables for group work.  There are also 
6 computers, a printer, games, books, 
and a fridge with healthy snacks 
available.   During class time, Room 
203 houses the Student Success 
Initiatives and is used to administer 
accommodations for students identified 
with special needs.  As well, it hosts the 
Homework Club after school which 
helps students with organization and 
agenda use. ���
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SCIENCE 
 

Sanofi-Aventis BioTalent Challenge 
 

Lisgar has 4 student groups working on 
projects for the 2008 Sanofi-Aventis 
BioTalent Challenge.  Nick 
MacGregor's project relates to the 
mechanisms regulating autophagic cell 
death. Jeremie Harris and Cindy Ge 
are trying to design an assay for early 
onset coronary artery disease genetic 
risk factors. Cassandra Cao, Jennifer 
Li  and Sierra Palaniyandi are trying 
to create a corn variety experssing the 
CYP1B1 gene. Fei Fei Shao and 
Tiffany Cheung are working on spinal 
cord regeneration.  The Eastern Ontario 
Regional competition will be held at 
the Canada Science and Technology 
Museum on Wednesday, April 30, 
2008.  We wish all these student groups 
the best of luck as they compete for the 
first place prize of $2000 in cash and a 
$2000 entrance scholarship from the 
Faculty of Science at the University of 
Ottawa. 
 

Space Sim 
 

The Ottawa Carleton Education Space 
Simulation completed an excellent 
mission to Mars in February of this 
year.  The astronauts retrieved parts of 
one of the early Viking landers and 
conducted research into mineralogical 
and sedimentological evidence for past 
climatic conditions on Mars.  Research 
also was conducted into the 
psychological effects of sound and 
exercise on the ability of astronauts to 
carry out their mission duties.  The 
astronauts survived a Martian tornado 
and used parts of the Viking lander to 
construct a device to generate water 
from Carbon dioxide and Hydrogen 
fuel from the space craft in response to 
a leak in the water storage system. The 
mission was enhanced by substantial 
additions to the engineering simulations 
in our spacecraft which kept more of 
the astronauts busy with specific 
mission duties for longer periods of 
time.  The OCESS is currently working 
with the school board facilities 

department to undertake a complete 
rebuild of the spacecraft to conform to 
new directives from the occupational 
health and safety department.  The 
club’s members hope to resume normal 
activities by the start of the next school 
year.  Any assistance from people with 
experience in the construction trades or 
who can help obtain donations of 
building supplies would be greatly 
appreciated. 
 
LISGAR SCHOOL COUNCIL  
 
The next meeting of the Lisgar School 
Council will be held in the LCI Library 
from 7 pm to 9 pm on Tuesday May 6th, 
2008. You’ll wish to attend this 
particular meeting if you wish to find 
out more: 
1) or make direct input on the 

proposed schedule of LSC meeting 
for next year as this must be 
finalized at that time to be included 
in the school agenda; 

2) or become directly involved in the 
Staff Appreciation Luncheon 
scheduled for Monday, June 23rd, 
2008; 

3) or become directly involved in the 
Doors Open Ottawa event 
scheduled for Saturday, June 7th and 
Sunday 8th, 2008; 

4) or provide your views on proposed 
changes to the criteria for the Lisgar 
Academic, Achievement Awards 
for next year; 

5) about changes being considered for 
the LSC Constitution and to how to 
contribute your ideas on these or 
other changes that you view as 
necessary,  

6) about the status of  trustee motions 
related to Special Education 
Implementation Decisions and 
School Transfer Policies and 
Procedures and LSC’s intentions 
with respect to dialoguing with 
Trustees on these and other 
important topics  

7) about what is happening at LCI in 
the last two months, particularly as 
relates to school (e.g., 
commencement) and student (e.g., 
Grad Dance/Prom) sponsored 
events and finally; 

8) about LSC’s plans to improve 
outreach to parents / guardians 
starting early next school year and 

how you can contribute to those 
efforts. 

For those unable to attend the May LSC 
meeting but wishing to: 

a) find out more about what is 
schedule for when: 
i.see: the Lisgar Links 

Newsletter at: 
http://lsc.lisgar.net/newletters/Lis
garLinksApril2008.pdf  

ii.see the Lisgar School Council 
website at: http://lsc.lisgar.net/  
iii.see the Lisgar Collegiate 
Institute website at: 
http://www.lisgar.ca/   

b) contribute to the Staff 
Appreciation Luncheon contact: 
staffappreciation@lisgar.net  

c) participate in the Doors Open 
Ottawa Event contact: 
volunteers@lisgar.net  

d) contribute to the dialogue on 
revisions to the LSC 
Constitution contact: 
ConstitutionReview@lisgar.net  

e) provide input on all remaining 
items contact: chair@lisgar.net  

(Note: the Secretary and Past 
Chair receive copies of emails 
sent to this account during my 
absence in May.) 

 
Soon to be posted on the LSC Website: 

a) the draft agenda for the May 6th 
Meeting; 

b) details on the various ways of 
contributing to the Staff 
Appreciation Luncheon 

      (Note: in addition to 
accepting donations of time, 
materials and delicacies 
(don’t forget to indicate 
ingredients and receipts are 
always welcome), we will 
accept cash donations to 
cover items not provided 
through direct giving. Any 
excess funds will be carried 
over to next year to show our 
appreciation and pay our 
respects in 2008 – 2009.) 

c) Minutes from the April LSC 
meeting, and 

d) Draft constitution and outreach 
documents. 
 

Sidney Witiuk 
LSC Chair 
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Volunteers At Lisgar 
 

The Ottawa Centre for Research and Innovation (OCRI) is one of Canada’s most successful non-profit partnership organizations. 
OCRI initiatives bring together community resources to advance the quality of life in Canada’s Captial Region. The “Volunteers 
in Education” (VIE) program, bringing together volunteers, schools and students, illustrates the OCRI spirit of collaboration. 
The VIE program enriches and enhances a student’s learning experience. Members of the community (retirees, seniors, 
university students, and corporate volunteers) have a variety of skills and interests. They also have accumulated knowledge 
through many years of life experience. Aspects of curriculum and classroom teaching/learning are enhanced and enriched by the 
services of these community volunteers.  
 

This semester, twenty-eight volunteers have been placed at  Lisgar. The majority of our volunteers are university students from 
the University of Ottawa and Carleton. Many of these volunteers are interested in pursuing a career in teaching.   Several 
volunteers are teachers who do supply teaching in Ottawa. Two volunteers are full-time employees at City Hall. One of our 
volunteers is a retiree with 35 years in Foreign Affairs. This volunteer spends Tuesdays mornings in two Spanish classrooms, 
and he assists students throughout Lunch and during the afternoon in the Help Room/ Credit Recovery Room. One of our recent 
volunteers comes to us with an M.A. in Psychology, and M.A. in Theology, and a B.A. in French; this volunteers assists students 
in the Help Room once a week at lunch.  
 

After school on Friday March 28th, Lisgar  sponsored a Volunteer Recognition Event to recognize the tremendous contributions 
which volunteers have made throughout classrooms this year. Over twenty volunteers as well as their teacher contacts and Ms. 
Gledhill, Ms. McKillop-Ostrom, and Mr. Goebel attended the event. Hopefully, many of our volunteers will return to us in 
September along with a host of new volunteers who will be sent our way by the folks at “Volunteers In Education.” Lisgar holds 
the record for the most volunteers placed in high schools in the Ottawa area.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


